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A professional specification for teacher librarians

Ce texte est une version résumée du réfé­rentiel métier publié par la FADBEN en mars 2006

The FADBEN Asso­ciation of French teacher libra­rians pro­vides herewith its research results concerning a
pos­sible "pro­fes­sional spe­ci­fi­cation", i.e ; a basic core of know­ledge and skills for tea­chers as infor­mation
spe­cia­lists. This work was under­taken by the asso­ciation in order to provide a tool for every col­league to rely on.

A professional specification for whom ?

It seems that only a pro­fes­sional spe­ci­fi­cation can allow to analyze pro­fes­sional and tea­ching prac­tices, to give
a com­pre­hensive view of the acti­vities led with classes, to make coherent pro­posals concerning infor­mation
literacy.  Being a syn­thesis of the teacher's acti­vities on the deve­lopment of infor­mation literacy for pupils, this
pro­fes­sional spe­ci­fi­cation clears up the central mission and places it in the today's context. It aims at being a
good support for the training of future tea­chers and trainees, and may also provide a reliable tool to foster a
dia­logue with the Institution.

How this professional specification has been worked out ?

Thanks to a fruitful teamwork of a group from the FADBEN's National Com­mittee, helped with scien­tific experts who
accepted to share their know­ledge and com­pe­tencies with them. This pro­fes­sional spe­ci­fi­cation has been
based on the know­ledge of prac­tices and their ana­lysis, on other existing pro­fes­sional spe­ci­fi­ca­tions, as well
as on a pros­pective vision of the job to achieve. This fra­mework offers a genuine pro­po­sition to the pro­fession, as
far as it is issued from a syn­thesis of dif­ferent options built in a positive collaboration.

What are the perspective for this profession ?

It's a pro­fession struc­tured around the idea of tea­ching infor­mation literacy. The main thing for the school library
teacher is to make sure that the basic appren­ti­ce­ships are set up cor­rectly, in order for the pupils to manage the
basic know­ledge and com­pe­tencies in infor­mation literacy. Once this conceptual material is acquired, the pupils
will be able to act as good citizens in today's society. This pro­fes­sional spe­ci­fi­cation can be used in accor­dance
with the pupils'competencies spe­ci­fi­cation linked itself with the pupils'basic know­ledge spe­ci­fi­cation. We
sin­cerely hope that the ele­ments we suggest will prove to be effi­cient enough to help our col­leagues to build an
ade­quate cur­ri­culum according to the human and material means they can find at their disposal.

Conclusion :

Tea­chers can use this ana­lysis tool to make sure the pupils acquire a good level of per­for­mance in infor­mation
literacy. This tool is also a sound step into the pro­fes­sional and asso­ciative ana­lysis. No doubt the FADBEN
pro­fes­sional asso­ciation will rely upon this tool to promote the position of  teacher librarian as far as it gives an
accurate guide to for­malize it and put it into effect.

Trans­lated in English by Danielle Mar­tinod - Adapted and trans­lated from : FRUCTUS Isa­belle, ERNOULT
Martine. « Un réfé­rentiel métier pour l'enseignant docu­men­ta­liste ». In FADBEN. « Réfé­rentiel métier »,
Médiadoc, mars 2006, p. 2-��4.
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