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Manifesto 2008 - The teaching of information culture

Dansla pour-suite de sa démarche d'ouvertureal'international, la FADBEN publie une
version en anglais de son Mani-feste de 2008.

Whether we talk about an « infor-mation society", a "know-ledge society" or a "network society", it would appear,
espe-cially to UNESCO, that infor-mation literacy is a necessary skill for all 21st century men and women. France
adheres to the inter-na-tional chal-lenge set by UNESCO which is coherent with the edu-cation program.

Today we must master the infor-mation to par-ti-cipate in the know-ledge society. Pro-viding conti-nuous training and
deve-loping citi-zenship, faci-li-tating social and cultural inte-gration, also for eco-nomic reasons, because they are
strongly connected to the daily context in which we live.

The objec-tives of infor-mation literacy training for stu-dents are the deve-lopment of infor-mation culture, an
effective and coherent training, the awa-kening of cri-tical thinking, the appren-ti-ceship of autonomy, and the
acqui-sition of the « how to learn » process.

How is this training imple-mented today ? Offi-cially, some direc-tives for obtaining know-ledge and com-pe-tence in
infor-mation literacy skills exist in the edu-cation system, for example in the "loi d'orientation 2005" [1] , in "Le socle
commun” [2], in the "B2I" [3], in the cur-ricula of some disciplines.

What conclusion can we draw from the appli-cation of this training ? The tea-ching of infor-mation literacy is split into
small pieces, and taught in a spo-radic and uncertain way, thus giving rise to incon-sis-tency regarding the
edu-cation dis-pensed to pupils.

The tea-ching of infor-mation literacy is consi-dered increa-singly necessary. However, tea-ching condi-tions of the
teacher- librarians are less and less adapted to dis-pensing this type of training, this, despite the recog-nition of the
peda-go-gical role of the French teacher- librarian via the CAPES diploma created in 1989.

The FADBEN Asso-ciation points out the lack of official gui-de-lines or cur-ricula sti-pu-lating the contents and the
concepts, that the pupil should know, along with the lack of a fra-mework for their implementation.

There are no official texts for the selection of qua-lified pro-fes-sional staff, for the conception and the
imple-men-tation of this necessary training in infor-mation literacy. At best, we can see in some dis-ci-plines, is an
ini-tiation, often reduced to the tea-ching of a search pro-cedure, or to the mere use of infor-mation tools or
docu-ments, without consi-dering either the infor-mation, or the document, as pos-sible tea-ching tools.

What are the pupils sup-posed to learn and in what context ? "Training pupils, all pupils, means giving, at the least,
the ability to identify the infor-mation they require, to search for it, to eva-luate it, to make good use of it, to
understand it and to com-mu-nicate it". To do so, they must be familiar with the infor-mation tools at their dis-posal,
aware of the concepts linked to them, and, in addition, be acquainted with the prin-ciples of their orga-ni-sation, in
order to develop a cri-tical eye.

For many years the FADBEN Asso-ciation have demanded the recog-nition and the for-ma-li-sation of the training
contents as part of a spe-cific field : i.e. "Information- Documentation” ; the contents should be taught by the
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teacher- librarian in the "CDI", the learning and resources centre managed by the aftermost teacher.

Today, the FADBEN Asso-ciation recom-mends the setting up of a training pro-gramme, to be included in the
aca-demic cur-ri-culum of all pupils aged from 11 to 17 years old. It could take the form of a coherent unit, based
upon a gradual pro-gression and a defined assessment of the items to learn. FADBEN also stresses the need to
develop this tea-ching pro-gramme under the res-pon-si-bility of the teacher- librarians, qua-lified in «
Information- Documentation », working in close peda-go-gical col-la-bo-ration with their fellow teachers.

FADBEN calls the Ins-ti-tution to for-malize this tea-ching pro-gramme through the imple-men-tation of a task force
so that it can figure in the official directives.

FADBEN rei-te-rates the necessity of appointing a suf-fi-cient number of qua-lified teacher- librarians to gua-rantee
both the quality of the tea-ching dis-pensed in the Information- Documentation field, and the added value of the
peda-go-gical database system.

The FADBEN Asso-ciation is ready to meet and to discuss with eve-ryone who considers that infor-mation literacy
training plays a part in equal oppor-tu-nities. Strong and clear steps must be taken immediately !

Trans-lated by Danielle Mar-tinod (Aca-démie de Lyon) and revised by the national board of the FADBEN
(Fédé-ration des Ensei-gnants Docu-men-ta-listes de I'Education nationale), from the French text worded by the
FADBEN.

[1] http://&#8203;www&#8203;.edu&#8203;cation&#8203;.gouv&#8203;.fr/&#8203;b&#8203;0&#8203;/&#8203;2&#8203;0&#8203;0&#8203;5
&#8203;/&#8203;&#8203;1&#8203;8&#8203;/&#8203;&#8203;M&#8203;E&#8203;N&#8203; X&#8203;0&#8203;4&#8203;0&#8203;0&#8203;2
&#8203;8&#8203;2&#8203;L.htm : This law under-lines the necessity for all pupils to have a training in basic somupting skills (article 9)

[2] http://&#8203;www&#8203;.edu&#8203;cation&#8203;.gouv&#8203;.fr/&#8203;c&#8203;i&#8203;d&#8203;2&#8203;7&#8203;7&#8203;0
&#8203;/&#8203;1&#8203;e&#8203;-&#8203;5&#8203;0&8#8203;c&#8203;1&#8203;e&#8203;-&#8203;c&#8203;0&#8203;m&#8203;M&#8203; u&#
8203;n&#8203;-&#8203;d&#8203;e&#8203;-&#8203;c&#8203;0&#8203;n&#8203;n&#8203;a&#8203;i&#8203;5&#8203;5&#8203;a&#8203;n&#82
03;c&#8203;e&#8203;5&#8203;-&#8203;e&#8203;1&#8203;-&#8203;d&#8203;e&#8203;-&#8203;c&#8203;0&#8203;:m&#8203;p&#8203;e&#8203;
t&#8203;e&#8203;n&#8203;c&#8203;e&#8203;5&#8203;.html : this document states the "common core of know-ledge and skills" that every
student should know and control at the end of com-pulsory schooling. Intro-duced with the 2005 law (note 1), it spe-cifies all the know-ledge, skills,

values and atti-tudes necessary for suc-cessful schooling and the indi-vidual life of future citizens. From 2011onwards, seven skills wil be required
to obtain the national diploma of the DNB (Dipldme National du Brevet) which is taken at the end of secondary school. (Equi-valent to Leaving

Certificate)

[3] http://&#8203;eduscol&#8203;.edu&#8203;cation&#8203..fr/&#8203;c&#8203;i&#8203;d&#8203;4&#8203;6&#8203;0&#8203;7&#8203;3
&#8203;/&#8203;&#8203;b&#8203;2&#8203;i&#8203;.html : At school, college and high school, the diploma in com-puter science and the Internet

(B2i) under-lines the need to provide each future citizen with a training that even-tually will enables pupils and stu-dents to make wise use of
infor-mation tech-nology and com-mu-ni-cation, per-ceive the pos-si-bi-lities and limi-ta-tions of com-puter pro-cessing, to think cri-ti-cally about the
results of these treat-ments, and identify the legal and social use of these technologies.
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